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ABSTRACT 

On the premise that access to services addressing children’s 
emotional well-being is essential to improving the quality of care received, 
this paper presents a framework or plan of action to ensure that those 
services are accessible in Delaware and meet the needs of all children, their 
parents, and the child care community that serves them. Emotional wellness is 
defined as the ability to trust, thrive, relate to others, and have a sense 
of well-being, personal worth/ and resilience. The framework to promote 
emotional wellness is intended for agencies, employers, service providers, 
early care and education programs and councils-,' and others to, guide . 
individual and collaborative action supporting the emotional well-being of 
young children and their families. The paper outlines 6 major goals and 82 
strategies and implementation tasks to support children and families. The 
goals relate to: (1) prevention, early intervention, and treatment; (2) 

educational opportunities; (3) public will; (4) governance; .(5) financing; 
and (6) results. The paper notes that while Delaware policymakers believe all 
children deserve emotional support, it is imperative that special 
interventions are available for children exposed to separation, trauma, and 
life stressors. The report further states that successful action will occur 
when the state creates the caring needed to garner public-private resources 
collaboratively to support the whole child within his or her family. Included 
is a glossary of important terms and a list of the members of the framework 
planning committee. (KB) 
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